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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN POSITION ON CORRUPT PRACTICES 

1 . SUMMARY. AMBASSADOR WELLS AND LADD HAD LUNCH MAY 1 
WITH ABUAH (NIGERIA) AND DISCUSSED SOUTHERN AFRICA ISSUES, 
PARTICULARLY IN CONTEXT OF CORRUPT PRACTICES EXERCISE. 

HE SAID THAT NIGERIA HAS NO INTENTION TO HOLD UP AN 
AGREEMENT ON BASIS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA SECTION AND THAT IT 
IS PREPARED TO REQUEST ECOSOC TO CONVENE A PLENIPOTENTIARY 
CONFERENCE FOLLOWING THE RESUMED 5TH SESSION TO BE HELD IN 
JUNE. SOUTHERN AFRICA SECTION SHOULD GO, IN BRACKETS, TO 
PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE WHERE IT WOULD BE REMOVED 
WITHOUT PROBLEM. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE PARA IS INTENTED 
TO DEAL WITH NAMIBIA AND THAT AFRICAN POSITION ON [11.5 - 
AND AFRICAN POSTURE AT COMMISSION ON TRANSNATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS - DEPENDS LARGELY ON DEVELOPMENTS TAKING 
PLACE IN NAMIBIA. END SUMMARY. 

2. ABUAH'S MAIN THEME WAS THAT THE OUTCOME OF SITUATION 
IN NAMIBIA WAS OF OVERWHELMING IMPORTANCE. AFRICAN 
INITIATIVES IN CORRUPT PRACTICES GROUP, CODE OF CONDUCT 
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FOR TNCS, AND COMMISSION ON TNCS ALL TAKE PLACE IN 
SHADOW OF CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS ON FUTURE OF NAMIBIA. 

SECTION HI.5 OF CORRUPT PRACTICES TEXT IS INTENDED TO 
APPLY PARTICULARLY TO NAMIBIA AND THUS RAISES QUESTIONS 
WITH REGARD TO PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ROYALTIES TO AN 
ILLEGAL MINORITY REGIME. THE LEGALLY RECOGNIZED 
ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY OF NAMIBIA IS COUNCIL ON NAMIBIA. 
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HOW DOES THE PROHIBITION OF PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ROYALTIES 
TO AN ILLEGAL REGIME RELATE TO FINANCING OF UN COUNCIL ON 
NAMIBIA? 

3. THE AFRICANS HAVE NO INTENTION OF HOLDING UP A 
CORRUPT PRACTICES AGREEMENT ON THE BASIS OF 
SECTION III. 5. HOWEVER. ACCORDING TO ABUAH, IT COULD NOT 
BE DROPPED UNTIL PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE STAGE. SUB- 
JECT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT RESUMED 5TH SESSION THIS SUMMER 
BUT HE SAID THAT THE AFRICANS WANT IT TO BE PASSED ON 
WITHIN BRACKETS TO PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE. HE SAID 
THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO ASK ECOSOC SCHEDULE A PLENIPOTEN- 
TIARY CONFERENCE AND HE ADDED "WE'LL GET IT". 

4. THE OUTCOME OF NEGOTIATIONS ON THE FUTURE OF NAMIBIA 
ALSO OVERSHADOWS ACTION IN COMMISSION ON TRANSNATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS. ABUAH WARNED THAT IF NAMIBIAN SOLUTION 

IS NOT REACHED BEFORE SOUTHERN AFRICA IS DISCUSSED AT 
COMMISSION ON TNCS LATER THIS MONTH AFRICANS WILL HAVE TO 
INTRODUCE A "VERY BAD" RESOLUTION. IF A NAMIBIAN SOLUTION 
IS REACHED ABUAH SAID THAT HE FEELS THAT POSSIBLY NO 
RESOLUTION WOULD BE NECESSARY. 

5. HE ADDED THAT NEGOTIATIONS ON CODE OF CONDUCT FOR 
TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS ARE GOING WELL. PART OF THE 
REASON FOR THIS IS A NEW RECOGNITION ON PART OF DEVELOPING 
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COUNTRIES OF THE ROLE THAT PRIVATE INVESTMENT PLAYS IN 
TRANSFER OF RESOURCES. YOUNG 
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